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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 



L. Terry Boatman, et al 



Serial No.: 



10/712.127 



Group No.: 



Date Filed: 



November 12, 2003 



Examiner: 



For: Retrieval and Connection System for a 
Disconnectable Mooring Yoke 



Atty Docket 
No. 



SOF153/143706 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, it is 
respectfully requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents 
listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. A 
copy of the listed docxmients required by 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2) are enclosed for the convenience of 
the Examiner. The documents listed herein are documents which may be relevant to the 
examination of the above application. 

In accordance with 37 CP7, 1 -97(g), (h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined 
in 37 CFR 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1), Applicant hereby certifies that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was recently cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, as evidenced by 
the date of the enclosed Intemational Search Report. 

No fees are believed to be due in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, however, should any fees under 37 CFR 1.16 - 1.21 be deemed necessary for any 
reason relating to these materials, the Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said 
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fees from our Deposit Account No. 50-0897 (143706/SOF153). 



Respectfully submitted, 





Andrews Kurth LLP 
600 Travis, Suite 4200 
Houston, Texas 77002-2778 
713/220-4726 (office) 
713/220-4285 (facsimile) 
Date: <-f 

CustomeTNo. 23,444 



Gary L. Bish 
Registration No. 27,423 



,2004 
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Please type a plus (+) inside this box _ 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995. persons are required 




PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. OMB065 1-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
^spond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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[Complete if Known] 



Application Number: 

Filing Date: 

First Named Inventor: 

Group Art Unit: 

Examiner Name: 
Attorney Docket No.: 



10/712.127 
November 12, 2003 
Boatman, et al. 



SOF153/143706 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials'^ 


Cite 
No.1 


U. S. Patent 
Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YY 


Pages, Columns, 
Lines Where 
Relevant Figures 
Appear 


Number/ Kind 
Code 






US 441448 




Hillberg 


04-10-1984 








US 41 14556 




Omdorflf, et al 


09-19-1978 








US 3426719 




Mizell 


02-11-1969 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YY 


Pages, Columns, 
Lines Where Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T2 


Office/Number/Kind Code 






EP 


0096119 




Bluewater Terminal Systems 


12-21-1983 










GB 


2043008 




Bluewater Temiinal Systems 


10-01-1980 







OTHER PMOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials'^ 


Cite 
No.l 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when 
applicable), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, 
etc.), date page($), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where 
published. 


T2 











Examiner Date 

Signature: Considered; 

* Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered, biclude copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 Unique citation designation numbe*. 2 See attached kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard Sr.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numbo* of the patent 
document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 6 if possible 6 Applicant is to place a 
check mark here if English languageTranslation is attadied. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon theneeds of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this fonn should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington. aC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, 
D.C. 20231. 
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